WHAT    THE    PEOPLE    DID    NOT    KNOW

selves fitted by their experience and faculties. This was
obviously damaging to those in civil life with whom they
competed.

At the same time, the Left Wing Press never lost an
opportunity of criticising army officers, without realising
that by so doing it provoked them into seeking contact
with the forces of Capitalism and Reaction. In this way
that parody of a military rising was produced in August
1932. The Republican Government did not punish it with
enough severity. This might have ,been considered
generous, but was interpreted as a sign of weakness, and
from that moment the Right Wing intensified its activities
with the idea of securing support from army officers. This
was most clearly seen in the guards organisations* and in
military clubs, where we, who had Republican convic-
tions, were treated as though we were on the very edge
of the Law. The Government knew all this and did
nothing to counteract it, nor ever tried by intelligent
means to attract the loyalty of army officers.

When the rebellion broke out two organisations came
into being, much to the misfortune of the Republic. These
were the Barracks Committees and the Office of Informa-
tion and Control. The first of these, the Barracks Com-
mittees, were formed by men from the ranks, as lacking
in merit as soldiers as they were overburdened with impu-
dence and ignorance. They took it upon themselves to
say whether they were pleased or displeased with the

* The Assault Guard and Civil Guard, which were police forces
organised on military lines. (Translator.)
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